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Abstract 

Creativity is often considered the privilege of a few chosen individuals. But the reality is 
very far from that of this assumption. Every individual born a human has this creativity, 
the only problem is he/she has not identified it or attempted to use it. Every small change 
made by the teacher in the classroom to make his/her student understand the given 
syllabus can be or is considered the creativity. For instance, the use of mother tongue in a 
second language classroom to give a clear understanding of the subject is what we call 
code switching/-mixing. Creativity stimulates thinking and cultivates the ability to 
analyze and criticize. Students find learning English difficult because the L2 acquisition 
is a process which involves cognitive and linguistic strategies with which they are 
uncertain of. Efforts to improve the effectiveness of language teaching have often 
focused on changes in teaching methods.  Use of visual aids to acquire L2 skills may help 
in the logical progression in learning the language. The goal of this research on visual 
thinking is to liberate students from timidity and to kindle their inherent creative 
imagination.  
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Background to the study 

 New technologies have opened new possibilities in order to integrate multimedia visual 

aids in the language classroom, but these aids are not being fully exploited. The aim of this paper 

is to clarify the reasons why teachers use them infrequently and to prove that visual aids should 

be integrated in the language classroom due to the positive effects they have on students. In 

creating a healthy and encouraging home-like ambiance for interaction in the formal classroom 

setting, this creative thinking skill plays a vital role by helping them make the subject and the 

syllabus easy to teach and learn. This helps the students to overcome certain social-psychological 

problems like subconscious language behavior, low level of competence, communicative 
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inability and even generation gaps. Creativity makes all the above negative factors to positive 

and efficient ones. 

Research questions 

 The following research questions framed at the beginning of the study helped to focus my 

attention without any diversion or meandering into other areas. 

1. What is creativity? Is there a conceivable kind of pedagogy for creativity? 

2. What are the existing strategies used in the language teaching classroom? 

3. Is my classroom having a creative space to bring out creativity? 

4. What is visual approach and why is it needed? 

Discussion 

Creativity is often considered the privilege of a few chosen individuals. But the reality is 

very far from that of this assumption. Every individual born a human has this creativity, the only 

problem is he/she has not identified it or attempted to use it. No teacher in the classroom is going 

to teach something that does not exist in the universe but which is already told and known by 

someone else in the world. The issue is how to convey or present the given or known information 

to their audience, students, etc. Creativity has several definitions according to the area in which it 

is employed. The common idea of what creativity is – the ability to make new things or to think 

of new ideas.  

 Creativity always has a role in acquiring knowledge which is exhibited through writing. 

Writing has always been regarded as an important skill in teaching and learning any foreign 

language. It stimulates thinking and makes students concentrate and organize their thoughts. It 

cultivates the ability to summarize, analyze and criticize. Learners hesitate to write as they lack 

in critical and thinking skills. Students find writing in any language difficult because the writing 

process involves cognitive and linguistic strategies with which they are uncertain of. Efforts to 

improve the effectiveness of language teaching have often focused on changes in teaching 

methods.  Use of visual aids for writing skills may help in the logical progression towards 

enhanced writing. The goal of this paper on creativity through visuals is to liberate students from 
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timidity and to kindle their inherent creative imagination. The aim of the study is to practice 

optimum use of autonomy in teaching-learning process.   

Usually in classrooms students feel boredom of long lectures as a routine in his/her 

academic career. Here is where creativity is required in bringing out what is present in them but 

in a new, unusual way that would automatically kindle them to learn something. Without new 

ideas and innovative techniques, classes are unlikely to achieve the breakthrough, generating real 

success. Mere score is the notion of most of the educational institutions in the current scenario 

which ends up in failure in knowledge production. This sparks one to write on creativity and to 

work on bringing out the blocks and barriers among the people in developing   an ability to make 

new things or think of new ideas. 

 Researchers in the recent years, with the language learning field, have been paying 

considerable attention to the development of unconventional language strategies. Listening 

involves an active process of deciphering and constructing meaning from both verbal and non-

verbal messages (Nunan, 1998). Much research has been conducted to investigate the effects of 

strategy training on improving reading skills (for example, Dreyer and Nel 2003, Rao 2003), 

listening comprehension (for example, Rost and Ross 1991, Thompson and Rubin 1996). In the 

teaching process Peterson (1986) one of the first studies that attempted to describe and 

understand the mental constructs and processes that underlie teaching behaviors.’  Borko, H., 

Shavelson, R., & Stern, P. (1981) provided teachers pedagogical thoughts and mental activities. 

However, relatively little research has been done on productive skills such as speaking and 

writing. 

 The words creativity and innovation are used in the media and in everyday conversation 

to refer to both a product of human creativity and to the processes involved in development of a 

product. Creativity is commonly defined as the ability to make new things or to think of new 

ideas. Creativity in the language platform means as a novel and personally meaningful 

interpretation of experiences, actions, and events. Creativity in the science platform means 

something that leads to innovation. Creativity is not limited to arts and music but actually 

extends to almost any area of human experience. Literary, artistic and musical critics have their 
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own criteria for evaluating a work of human intellect. Scientists know how to distinguish a 

creative solution to a scientific problem from a less creative one (or one which lacks creativity 

entirely). Designers and architects speak of creative works, or works that are academic or 

traditional in nature. Technologists occasionally make recourse to creativity in order to evaluate 

manufactured industrial products.  

 

 The classrooms today are packed with routine teaching materials where the students 

would predict the class for the day. The reason behind this is the education policy which has not 

changed since the day of independence making the classes become boring and thus there is a lack 

of learning process. Visuals pave way for creativity which leads to efficient learning and 

teaching processes in classes so as to draw attention and make the silent words into living 

speech, thus attaining a victory in the learning process. The teacher should ensure that the subject 

being learnt by his/her students is in a living classroom. This gives a hope to the future 

generation that some knowledge is being excavated from within them and thus giving them the 

joy of learning. 

 In a classroom scenario, creative thinking is a responsibility in which all the members 

should participate. Every role performed by the learners should be analyzed to bring out the best 

academic potential. Many teachers and learners get locked into patterns of thinking drawn from 

their own experience and personalities. This is a great hindrance which blocks one’s creativity, 

which includes the pre-consumed ideas and values preventing them from ‘thinking out of box’. 

To unlock their creativity, supply with visuals aids, go for interactions and look for the good 

points in one’s idea rather than criticizing the ideas in public. Always welcome diversity of 

views and ideas, which is otherwise popularly known as the ‘critical thinking’. Critical thinking 

leads to creativity, creativity with action begets innovation. Innovation keeps changing for years 

together, framing up new concepts and ideas for the upcoming generation. 

The process of learning cannot be achieved only through books. If the routine classes take place 

only with the aim of scoring, there ends the ability of creativity in a student which he/she has 

been practicing since his/her childhood. The method of teaching should also involve the interest 

of the student, giving space for his creativity. Other than visuals, the method of teaching can be 
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articulated through a puzzle, riddle, proverbs, music, games, etc. The involvement of the student 

yields him/her knowledge as it ploughs him/her in the field of learning. This proves that there 

cannot be any substitute for creativity in the process of learning. 

 Therefore creativity is something that is presented innate in an individual. Every human 

being born on earth has his own creativity working somewhere on something else. Using it 

efficiently would lead to successful innovations. Many seemingly foolish ideas can lead to 

sensible solutions. All ideas should be recorded – no matter how conventional they appear to be. 

Criticism kills creativity. Ideas should never be scorned during the flow of creativity.  
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